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                 WHY SHOULD SOMEONE BUILD AN ECOSYSTEM USING CAREFULLY
SELECTED COMPANION PLANTS AND FOREST LAYERS WITHIN THEIR
LANDSCAPE INSTEAD OF JUST RANDOMLY PLANTING WHAT LOOKS GOOD?

Because companion plants and forest layers work together to build soil, attract

beneficial insects, retain moisture, suppress weeds, and reduce pests, creating a

self-sustaining, low-maintenance ecosystem—unlike random decorative planting,

which often requires more water, fertilizer, and effort to maintain.

WHY BUILD AN ECOSYSTEM INSTEAD OF A GARDEN?

                 HOW IMPORTANT IS IT TO USE NATIVE PLANTS WITHIN THE
ECOSYSTEM YOU’RE INSTALLING? 

Very important. Native plants are adapted to local soils, climate, and wildlife. They

require less water, no synthetic fertilizers, and provide critical habitat and food for

local pollinators and birds, strengthening biodiversity and resilience in the

landscape.

                 IS IT OK TO PLANT NON-NATIVE PLANTS WITHIN AN ECOSYSTEM-
BASED LANDSCAPE?

Absolutely! So long as they are non-invasive and well-adapted to the local climate.

Fruit trees, nuts, berries, and blooms of all kinds can provide food, shade, and

habitat, and when planted with the right companion plants, they can thrive without

harming the ecosystem. Just be sure to balance them with natives that support local

wildlife and pollinators.
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Every forest ecosystem has layers. Each layer supports the others by creating a
diverse, stable, and resilient ecosystem, from tall trees hosting owls to tiny ground
covers protecting the soil. Together, they form a self-sustaining web of life.
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A fruit/nut tree guild is a group of plants that are intentionally planted around a fruit
or nut tree to support its health, growth, and productivity. Each plant in the guild
serves a specific function to create a self-sustaining mini-ecosystem.
 



TREE GUILD BUILDER
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West Side (Hot Afternoon Sun, Intense Light)

Best for: heat-tolerant, sun-loving plants

and protective features
Sunflowers, corn, squash, melons (love

strong afternoon sun)
Trellised plants as shade screens (e.g.

cucumbers, gourds)
Solar dehydrators (strong sun for drying)

Heat-loving herbs (e.g. sage, thyme,
lavender)

Barns or sheds (block late-day heat from
house or gardens)

Thermal mass features (rock walls, water
barrels to absorb heat)

Privacy hedges/windbreaks (slow drying
winds, summer sun buffer)

WHAT GOES WHERE?
NORTH SIDE (Shady, Cool, Protected)

Best for: shade-lovers, windbreaks, storage, cool-weather needs
Mushrooms (e.g. wine caps, shiitake on logs)

Compost bins (slower breakdown, but protected)
Water storage tanks (less evaporation)

Firewood storage (keeps dry and shaded)
Animal shelters (protected from harsh summer sun)
Cool-season greens (e.g. lettuce, spinach in summer)
Shade-tolerant herbs (e.g. mint, lemon balm, chives)

Cold storage/root cellar entrance
Beehives (placed facing southeast, but protected from harsh afternoon sun)

Windbreak trees (if prevailing winds are from the north in your region)

South Side (Warmest, Full Sun All Day)

Best for: sun-lovers, high-production areas, solar gain
Orchards & fruit trees (e.g. apples, peaches, figs)

Vegetable gardens (main production area)
Herb spirals or beds (rosemary, basil, oregano, etc.)

Chicken coops/animal pens (winter sun access)
Solar panels or solar water heaters

Greenhouses & cold frames
Drying racks (herbs, clotheslines)

Grapevines & trellises
Washing stations (dry fast in sun)

Open gathering areas for humans (sunny patios, outdoor kitchens)

East Side (Morning Sun, Afternoon Shade)

Best for: delicate plants, early warmth

without scorching heat
Berries (e.g. raspberries, strawberries,

blueberries)
Fruit trees that bloom early (e.g. apricots,

cherries—less heat stress)
Children’s play area (morning play before

it gets too hot)
Medicinal & culinary herbs (e.g.

chamomile, calendula, lemon balm)
Pollinator gardens (bees are active earlier

in morning sun)
Bees and poultry (morning warmth,

afternoon rest)
Garden benches, meditation spots

(comfortable morning light)


